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Dear RCSD Community, 
 
In the September issue of the Superintendent’s Bulletin, I generally write about how the back to 
school transition has gone for students and teachers. This year, Ida managed to throw a big old 
monkey wrench into everyone’s September, and I want to write instead about a few of the people 
who made it possible for our students and teachers to actually BE back in school only two days  
behind schedule.  In the weeks after Ida, I’ve heard some truly harrowing tales about Rye residents 
nearly trapped in basements, swimming out of their homes, and cars floating on top of other cars. 
I’ve also heard some heroic stories about neighbors rescuing dogs in kayaks, parents pulling children 
to safety through raging floodwaters, and folks organizing benefits to help those who lost so much.  
 
I want to add a few of my own stories to these, and with National Custodial Workers Recognition 
Day coming up on October 2, it’s appropriate that they all relate to our wonderful school  
custodians. High School custodian Anthony DiGiovanni stayed at the school trying desperately to 
stem the flood waters pouring into the boiler rooms while his own car flooded in the High 
School parking lot. Osborn School custodians Peter K. Corcoran and Charlie Thomas spent the 
night pumping out water as it flooded the school through the window walls of the courtyard. 
Peter and Charlie also played host to a couple seeking shelter from the storm while traveling on 
I-95. The wife was nine months pregnant, and they spent the night in the school’s conference 
room. Needless to say, if these fine gentlemen had not been at their posts that evening, the 
damage would have been far, far worse at each of those schools. 
 
Chris Repetto, a long-standing Board of Education member, likes to tell the story of how, some years 
ago, security consultants took a tour of our school buildings. The custodians giving the tours were 
stopping along the way to pick up scraps of paper in the hallway. The consultant made a point of 
telling the Board of Education later that night that he had never seen anything like that happen on 
any of his many school tours. He said, “you have the safest buildings because no one cares about 
the buildings as much as this custodial staff.  You guys have people who care.” Each of our  
custodians care for their school like it’s their own home, and that is just what they did on the night 
of Ida. We all owe them a huge debt of gratitude for their service. Thank you, Anthony, Peter and 
Charlie, and every single one of our custodians in the school district. You are simply the best.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric Byrne, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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New York State  
School Music Association 
 
Three Rye High School students have been selected to  
perform at the NYSSMA Winter Conference in Rochester, NY,  
 in early December. They are: 
 
Henry Field (11th grade) - Clarinet, Symphonic Band 
Margaret Graseck (12th grade) - Clarinet, Symphonic Band 
Sean Yu (12th grade) - Cello, Symphony Orchestra 
 
Three students were selected as alternates for the NYSSMA Conference in Rochester: 
 
Christopher Park (12th grade) - Cello,  Alternate 
Ami Matsushita (11th grade) - Cello, Alternate 
Jo-Lynn Kok (11th grade) - Violin,  Alternate 
 
Congratulations to the students, their parents, and teachers! 

Spotlight on the Arts 

The Power of Different 
 
Every year, at the beginning of the school year, I give every 
employee in the school district a book. The Power of  
Different: The Link Between Disorder and Genius by Gail 
Saltz, M.D., is this year’s selection. It is not a book about 
education, nor is it written for educators. It’s a book about 
how brain differences can be a source of strength,  
creativity, and productivity that benefits everyone.   
 
Dr. Saltz profiles famous geniuses who have been  
diagnosed with all manner of brain problems” – including 
learning disabilities, ADD, anxiety, depression, bipolar  
disorder, schizophrenia, and autism ― and relates how 
specific deficits in certain areas of the brain are directly  
associated with the potential for great talent. She shows 
how the very conditions that cause people to experience 
difficulty at school, in social situations, at home, or at work, are inextricably bound to creative, 
disciplinary, artistic, empathetic, and cognitive abilities. 
 
Dr. Saltz is a Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry at The New York Presbyterian  
Hospital/Weill-Cornell School of Medicine and a psychiatrist, columnist, bestselling author, 
television commentator, and magazine contributor. She has been featured in print and on  
television, including The Oprah Winfrey Show, Dateline, Fox News, Anderson Cooper, the 
Today Show, Good Morning America, Parade, Redbook, Women’s Day, and the New York 
Times. She is the host of "The Power of Different" podcast. I encourage everyone to pick up  
a copy of The Power of Different or listen to one of her podcasts. n 
 



Teacher of the Year for  
2021-2022: Kerri Winderman 
 
The Rye City School District Teacher of the Year is nominated 
annually by his or her fellow teachers, administrators and cur-
rent and former parents and students. The teacher selected for 
the next school year is announced at Superintendent’s Confer-
ence Day at the end of June. Drum roll please...and the winner 
is...Kerri Winderman. 
 

Kerri joined the District in 2002 as a fourth grade teacher at Osborn School. After a 
year of teaching, she and her husband moved to Rye. Her son was born and raised 
here and is currently a junior at Rye High School.  She taught at Osborn for seven 
years and is fondly remembered by former students (the youngest of whom have 
just headed to college). One said of her, “On top of teaching me how to be a good 
student and person, Mrs. Winderman was also my biggest cheerleader.” 
 
In 2009, she became a staff developer in the Department of Curriculum and Instruc-
tion. A staff developer can be thought of as a teacher of teachers. They go into class-
rooms to work with teachers, providing professional development to support their 
instructional practices. One of her fellow teachers said of her, “I for one know that I 
would NOT be the teacher I am today without Kerri.” Kerri worked first at Milton 
School and in 2018 became the District-wide K-5 Elementary Math Staff Developer, 
working in all three schools.  
 
Like every teacher in the District, Kerri found her life upended by COVID-19. With 
the shift to remote learning in March 2020, all professional development and stu-
dent instruction had to be delivered remotely -- a major challenge for teaching math 
at the elementary level in particular where much revolves around group and partner 
work and shared, hands-on materials. She learned to teach math virtually, present-
ing and writing on one screen while interacting with the students on another. She 
learned how to create instructional videos for teachers and worked to find resources 
to support asynchronous teaching and learning, creating them when there were 
none to be found. As one teacher put it, “To say that she saved part of my sanity 
during remote teaching in 2020 is an understatement.”  
 
Prior to moving to Rye, Kerri taught at Community Elementary School 204x in the 
Bronx. She has a B.A. in International Relations from the University of Michigan and 
an M.S. in Elementary Education from Hunter College.  
 
Congratulations to Kerri, the RCSD Teacher of the Year for 2021-22!  n

Kerri Winderman



Commendations    
Rye High School was recognized as a NYSPHSAA School of Distinction at the end of 
July. The award signifies that all of the school’s 28 eligible teams for the 2020-2021 
school year met the requirements of a GPA of 90 or above. These 28 teams were the 
teams that played in the Fall I, Fall II, Winter, and Spring seasons.  
 
The following teams were included in the award: 
 
n Baseball 
n Basketball (boys and girls teams) 
n Competitive and Game Day Cheerleading 
n Cross Country (boys and girls teams) 
n Field Hockey 
n Football 
n Golf (boys and girls teams) 
n Ice Hockey 
n Lacrosse (boys and girls teams) 
n Skiing (boys and girls teams) 
n Soccer (boys and girls teams) 
n Softball 
n Swimming (boys and girls teams) 
n Tennis (boys and girls teams) 
n Indoor and Outdoor Track (boys and girls teams) 
n Volleyball 

From left to right: 
Superintendent Dr. Eric Byrne, 
Luke Lepore, Sean Yu, Lainey 
Noga, Sophie Molitor, and RHS 
Principal Suzanne Short

RHS’s Four National Merit Scholar Semifinalists 
 
Four Rye High School seniors were named National Merit Scholarship Program Semifinalists 
in mid-September. The students earned the recognition by scoring well on the 
PSAT/NMSQT test taken during their junior year. Of the over 1.5 million juniors in about 
21,000 high schools nationwide who took the test, approximately 16,000 were named 
semifinalists. Rye High School’s four semifinalists are: 
• Luke LePore 
• Sophie Molitor 
• Elaine Noga 
• Sean Yu 
Congratulations to all the students, their families and teachers!  n 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7 
RYE HIGH SCHOOL  
BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT 
6:30 P.M. 
VIRTUAL 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11 
COLUMBUS DAY 
SCHOOLS AND  
OFFICES CLOSED 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12 
BOARD OF EDUCATION  
MEETING 
7:30 P.M. 
RMS MULTIPURPOSE ROOM 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26 
BOARD OF EDUCATION  
MEETING 
7:30 P.M. 
RMS MULTIPURPOSE ROOM 
 


